JOHN NE NOCTURNE OR BoO TON

PROOF GALLERY, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS

OCTOBER 25 — NOVEMBER 29, 2008

THE SOLO EXHIBITION NOCTURNES FOR BOSTON, THE FIRST BOSTON PRESENTATION OF WORK
BY CHICAGO-BASED JOHN NEFF, IS COMPRISED OF LARGE-FORMAT TONED CYANOTYPE PRINTS
AND PROJECTED TRANSPARENCIES. THE FIGURATIVE IMAGES DEPICT HISTORICAL AND RECENT
BOSTON EVENTS INVOLVING TRANSVESTISM (COLONISTS' WEARING OF INDIAN GARB DURING
THE BOSTON TEA PARTY) OR MASKING (A STUDY FOR A MEMORIAL TO THE 2006 DEATH OF
BRITISH CITIZEN ADRIAN EXLEY DURING A BREATH CONTROL / BDSM SESSION IN SUBURBAN
BOSTON).

SINCE 2005, NEFF HAS BEEN DEVELOPING A DISTINCTIVE PHOTOGRAPHIC METHOD THAT
INVOLVES: COLLECTING AND GENERATING DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHIC IMAGES; PRINTING THE
IMAGES AS NEGATIVE ACETATE TRANSPARENCIES; COLLAGING TOGETHER THOSE
TRANSPARENCIES ON GLASS TO PRODUCE FIGURATIVE IMAGES; AND, FINALLY, PRINTING HIS
COLLAGED NEGATIVES AS CYANOTYPE PHOTOGRAPHS. OFTEN, NEFF PRESENTS HIS HAND-
WORKED NEGATIVES IN CONJUNCTION WITH HIS PRINTS.

FOR NOCTURNES FOR BOSTON, NEFF HAS DARKENED THE PROOF GALLERY SPACE AND
PRESENTS A LARGE SELECTION OF HIS GLASS TRANSPARENCIES AS PROJECTIONS FROM AN
ALTERED VINTAGE OVERHEAD PROJECTOR. AS GALLERY VISITORS PASS THROUGH THE
PROJECTORS' BEAM, THEIR SHADOWS MINGLE WITH THE ARTIST'S HISTORICAL
RECONSTRUCTIONS.

NEFF HAS DARKENED AND TINTED HIS CYANOTYPE PRINTS OF NOCTURNAL BOSTON SCENES
WITH TEA TONING AND MULTIPLE EXPOSURES. ALTHOUGH MORE CONVENTIONALLY PRESENTED,
THESE WORKS ALSO INVITE INTIMATE ENGAGEMENT FROM BEHOLDERS: EACH IS ACCOMPANIED
BY A SMALL CHAPBOOK OUTLINING DETAILING THE PICTURES' HISTORICAL CONTEXT AND CITING
THE IMAGES' SOURCES. COMPOSITIONALLY, ALL OF THE WORKS IN THE SHOW ARE MODELED

ON 18TH CENTURY BRITISH "CONVERSATION PICTURES" AND GRAND PORTRAITURE.

PROOF IS LOCATED AT:

THE DISTILLERY
516 E. 2ND STREET
SOUTH BOSTON, MA 02127

508-963-9102
PROOF.GALLERY@GMAIL.COM

PROOF’S HOURS ARE:
THURSDAYS, FRIDAYS, AND SATURDAYS 12-5PM OR BY APPOINTMENT



